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IIpedcmagneHHAs cmambva NOCéAWeHA 80NPOCcy 0 PYHKYUOHUPOBAHUU 2pynn UHMepe-
€08 8 PAMKAX 3/1eKMOpPAIbHO20 npoyecca 8 SnoHuu. B kauecmee KoHKpemHo20 Ketica ucc.le-
008aHUSL 8blCMyndlom accoyuayuu Pepmepos U noummeiicmepos. XpoHoso2uueckue pamku
pabomst coomeemcmayom nepuody noaHozo 0oMuHuposarus JlubepaasHo-0emMoKpamueckou
napmuu (1955-1993 22.). Aemop npuxodum K 861800y, 4Mo AcCOYUayUU noummeiicmepos u dep-
Mepog 8 nepuod domuHuposaust JIJII 6xo0unu 8 Huc.a0 Hauboee 8AUSMEAbHBLX ZPYyNN UHMe-
pecos. C 00HOUL CMOPOHbL, IMO 06YCAABAUBANOCH HAAUUUEM MPAOUYUOHHO NPOUHBIX C8si3ell
0aHHbLX 06BeduHeHUL ¢ npedcmasumesiMu vicletl Gopokpamuu, ¢ Opy2otl - 8bICOKOLL cmene-
HbI0 3AUHMEPecOBAHHOCIMU NpAssiell Napmuu 8 UCNOIb308AHUU 8 PAMKAX U30upamensHo2o
npoyecca op2aHU308aHHO20 2PYNNo8ozo 2040co8aHust. Ilpu amom e3aumoomuoweHust JIAII
U accoyuayuil He HOCUAU NAMPOH-KAUEHMCKO20 XapaKmepa: 8blCOKAS 3a8UCUMOCTL NApMUU
Om 3/1eKMOPAABHBIX PECYPCO8 2pyNn UHMepecos Npespauyand ux MoOUAUAYUOHHBLL MeXd-
HU3M 8 pblude 0a8AeHUs HA NOAUMUUECKULL UCMebAUWMEHM, 8 CULY He20 pykosodcmeo JIJII
0bL/10 BbIHYHCOEHO yHUMbleAMb cCmpamezuieckue UHMepPechl C60UX NAPMHEPos U coomsem-
CMeyuuM 06pasom KoppeKmuposams 20Cy0apcmeeHHy0 NoAUMUKY.

Katoueeste caoea: AnoHust, 2pynnst uHmepecos, noummeiicmepst, fepmepbl, JlubepansHo-
OeMOKpamMuyeckas napmusi.

BBenmeHue. VccnenoBaTeny, ClielUaJA3UpPYOIIMecs Ha U3YYEeHUU B3aUMOJEeN-
CTBUS PYIII UHTEPECOB OU3Heca C BIAaCTAMMU SIIIOHUN B paMKaX KOPIIOPATUBUCTCKOM
MapafurMbl, AOCTaTOYHO IMHMPOKO OCBETU/IM NPaKTHUKUA B3aUMOAENCTBHUS BBICIICH
GIOPOKpPATUU U [EJIOBOTO COODINECTBA, B TOM YKCJIE — B PAMKaX BO3ZEMCTBUS KOM-
MEPYECKUX CTPYKTYP Ha MPOLIECCHI BBIPAOOTKU U IPUHATHUS TOTUTUIECKUX PELIEHUI
[1; 4. P. 156-179; 13. P. 231-270]. Ho B TO e BpeMs CIelyeT OTMEeTUTh, YTO CTeleHb
Hay4YHOU paspaboTaHHOCTH [AaHHOU TeMBI OTIMYAeT CPaBHUTEIFHO HU3KUM YPOBEHb
MpopaboTKK acIeKTa, CBA3aHHOIO C MOZEJIIMU BOBJIEYEHUS TPYIII UHTEPECOB Ou3-
Heca B 3JIeKTOpasIbHbIH mporiecc. [locieHee CIoCOOCTBYET TOMY, UTO U3 TIOJIS 3pEHUs

Bbinyck 8(73) + 2025 - Tom 14 1957



B MEXOYHAPO/[HbIE OTHOLIEHUA

HCClefioBaTes el BRIMafaeT ONHA M3 BaXKHBIX CHENMPUUECKUX YepT yIacTUs TPYIII
WHTEePecoB B IOJIUTUYECKOM Ipoliecce SIMOHNUU B IOCTBOEHHBIN NIEPUOJ,

OCHOBHYIO POJIb B 06eCIIeYeHNH 3JIEKTOPAILHOrO ycIlexa Mpassiiell mapTuy Tpa-
JULMOHHO UI'PAlOT He TPYIIIBI HHTEPECOB KPYITHOro OU3Heca, a IeJI0BbIe acCOLaIK
MEJIKUX IpousBoguTesieil ¥ adpuarpoBaHHbIe C TOCYJapCTBOM 00beANHEHNUs, CBS-
3aHHBIE C OKa3aHMeM pPa3HOOOpasHBIX YCJYT, BKJIOYas GUHAHCOBBIE U CTPaXOBBHIE.
B kadecTBe NprMepa B JAaHHOM CJIydae MOXKHO IIPUBECTH IpUMepbl acCoLaliii IoYT-
Me¥CcTepoB U GepMepPCKUX KOOMIEPATUBOB B MEPUOL LOMUHUPOBaHUS JInbepasbHO-
JIeMOKpaTu4ecKoi maptuum (1955-1993 rrT.).

IIpaKkTHKa 3JI€KTOPAJBbHOrO0 y4JacTHs rpynn HMHTepecoB. OJHOW M3 NPUYUH
AKTHBHOIO y4aCTHs 0003HaY€HHBIX aCCOL[MALIVI B TOJIUTUIECKOM IPOLiecce B paMKax
3JIEKTOPAIBbHBIX POy ABIACTCS HaJIM4Ke TPaJULMOHHO IPOYHBIX CBA3EN MeXay
[IAHHBIMM O6'BeIMHEHUSMY U BbICHIEN Gropokparueit Anonum [5. P. 293-336; 15]. Tax,
depmMepckue KOOMEPaTUBBI HadyaIl MacCoBO GOPMUPOBATECS B SIMOHUU ellle B LOBO-
€HHBII NIeproJ, IPU aKTUBHOM y4aCTUM FOCyAapCTBa, Je/IerMpoBaBLIero Nx accorua-
IUAM QYHKINY, CBI3aHHbIE ¢ HaKOIIJIEHMEM Hal[MOHA/IBHOTO 3araca pyca U B [jeJIoM
obecrieyeHrEM TPOLOBOJILCTBEHHOM 6e30MacHOCTH (4T 6BIIO COMPSIKEHO ¢ MepaMU
IIOMOIIIM CO CTOPOHBI FOCYJapCTBa, IPHU3BaHHBIMY 00€CIIeYNTh IIPHeMIIEMBIN YPOBEHb
3aKYIIOYHBIX LIeH Ha CEbCKOXO3AMCTBEHHBIE TOBApbI) [2]. Accoumanuu moyrmericre-
poB (tokutei yubinkyokucho) nayanu ¢opmupoBaThcst mpu mofAepIKKe BACTEl elte
B a110xy Metiz3u. [Ipy 3TOM rocyiapcTBO 3aMeTHO paclIMpUJIO UX QYHKIVMIOHAI, JOBe-
pYB IIOYTOBOM CUCTEMe pellleHHe 3afiay, CBA3aHHBIX C OpraHMU3alell CTpaxoBaHUs
HaceJIEHUS U XpaHeHUs1 6aHKOBCKUX BKJIAZIOB.

K Havany nepuoza ,oMuHUpoBaHusA JIJIT B TOJTUTUYECKOMN KU3HU SITOHUY YJIeHbI
bepmepckux 06 beANMHEHUI U aCCOLUALIUI TIOYTMENCTEPOB IIO/Ib30BAIKCH IIUPOKUM
CIIEKTPOM Mep COLUAJIbHOM UM PpUHAHCOBOI MOAHEPIKKHM CO CTOPOHBI TOCYAApPCTBa,
YTO HaIpSAMYI0 MOTHBHUPOBAJIO WX aKTUBHO OTCTaWBaTh MMeoIIViecs npedepeHInN
B paMKax IOJIMTUYECKOTro Mpolecca.

depMepckre X03AMCTBA IPU 3TOM OBUIM MHTETPUPOBAHbI B CTPYKTYPY HaLu-
OHAJIbHOM aCCOLMALUN CeJIbCKOXO3SMCTBEHHBIX KooIeparnBoB Nokyo, koropas
nosaHee 6blIa TieperMeHoBaHa B Japan Agricultural Cooperatives (JA). Jlannast opra-
HU3aLys UMeJjla TPeXyPOBHEBYIO CTPYKTYPY, 3/IeMEHThI KOTOPOil paKTUUeCKH COOT-
BETCTBOBAJIU ITOApa3ie/ieHueM HallIOHAIbHOr0, IpedeKTYPHOI0 M MECTHOT'O YPOBHS
Mo pasfiesIeHUsIM B MUHUCTEPCTBE CEJILCKOTo Xo3siticTsa [11]. MosgHee B Nokyo 66110
cOpMHUPOBAHO MOUTHUYECKOe KpblIIo - HanuoHanbHas ¢efepanus opraHU3anyy
KaMITaHUE cesIbCKOX03sticTBeHHO nomuTukuy (Zenkoku noseiren).

[TouTMelcTepsl TaKIKe CO3L4aNU CBOK JIOBOUCTCKYI CTpyKTypy Zentoku, meii-
CTBOBaBIIyK NpU ¢Pelepanyyi OpraHU3alUil MOYTMeENCTepoB. OpraHM3alHIOHHbIE
CeTH U YIeHCKUe CIUCKU Zentoku 6b1u paKTUIEeCKU UAEHTUYHBI COOTBETCTBYIOLUM
XapaKTepUCTHKaM HalMOHAIBbHOM accouuanus nouyrmericrepos Tokusuiren [16. P.
120-123]. B 1980-x rT. Takxe 6pu1a codmana Taiju — HaMOHaIbHAA ACCOIAAINAS OTCTAB-
HBIX IOYTMENCTEePOB M CYNpPyroB AeNCTBYIOIIMX IOYTMeMCTepoB. IlomndTmdeckas
soruka GpopMHpOBaHUSA JAaHHOM CTPYKTYphl 3aK/oyajaach B TOM, YTO OTCTaBHBIe
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MOYTMeENCTepBl U YWIEHBI CeMel JelCTBYIIUX COTPYAHUKOB He MoANaAaan Mo mpa-
BOBblE€ OI'paHUYEHMs], KOTOpble OTPaHUYMBa/IM IOJIMTUYECKYI0 aKTUBHOCTEL 4YJIEHOB
Zentoku. MUHHCTEPCTBO [IOYT U TEIEKOMMYHHUKALUHI SAMOHUN paKTUYECKHU CeIano
uyrercTBo B Tokusuiren u Zentoku o6si3aTesbHBIM [JISi COOTBETCTBYIOIIEM TPYIIITBI
COTPYAHUKOB. B ciydae dpepMepCcKHX accOLMalMil 4IEHCTBO Ha IIPaKTHKe TaKKe
0b1710 06513aTe/IBHBIM, ITOCKOJIBKY Nokyo 06s1aziama MOHOTIO M€ Ha [0y deH e U pac-
HpefieJieHUe CeJIbX03AUCTBEHHBIX CYOCUUI U JIBIOTHBIX KPESUTOB CO CTOPOHBI IIpa-
BUTEsbCTBA [6; 13].

B KayecTBe MOJMTHYECKOTO aKTOpa acconuanuu ¢pepmepoB M IOYTMeMHCTe-
POB He MOTJIM UTPaTh 3HAYMMYIO PoJib B PUHAHCHPOBAHNU ITOJIUTUYECKUX HMapTUH.
OnHaKo OHM MOTJIM KOMIIEHCUPOBAaTh 3TO 3a CYET LPYIMX pPecypcoB. Bo-IepBbIX,
OHU 06Jyafjany IMUPOYANIINM IIPe/CTaBUTENBCTBOM Ha MECTHOM M PErHOHATBHOM
YPOBHAX. BO-BTOPBIX, YIIOMSAHYThHIE acCOLMAllUA XapaKTepu30Baau CTporas mepap-
XUYHOCTD U BBICOKUI YPOBEHb JUCLUIIMHBI [13].

Ha Bpems Havasla $yHKIMOHUpoBaHUsA JIJIII He pacmosarana pasBUTOM CETHIO
PErvoHajbHBIX OTHesIeHUi M Oblia cabo CBsi3aHa C MECTHBIMU COO0IiecTBamuy,
YTO Pe3KO OrpaHHUYMBAJIO 3JIEKTOPaIbHBIN MOTeHIual napTun. Kak ciencrsue, JIITII
Obl7a BBIHY)X/j€Ha MOOIIPATh KaHAWMLATOB co3jaBarh koenkai — «MecTHBIE TpymImbl
MO JEePIKKU» KOHKPETHOI'O MOoJUTHUKA. OJHAKO 3Ta TaKTUKA 3a4acCTyI0 He IIPUHOCUIA
3Ha4yMMoro adp¢eKTa, B pesysbTaTe 4ero napTus JOCTATOYHO OBICTPO MEePEeOPUEHTH-
poBajiachk Ha KCIIOJIb30BaHME pecypca OpraHM30BaHHOr'O I'PYIIIOBOIO I'OJIOCOBAHUS
[14].

Bo mHorom opueHrtauusa JIJII Ha MCIOIB30BaHME pecypca OpraHu30BaHHOI'O
TPYIIIOBOrO TOJIOCOBAHUA OOBACHANACH CIeLUUKON WU30MpaTeNbHON CHUCTEMBI,
CyLIeCTBOBaBIIel B SIIOHUU [0 3/IeKTOpaabHON pedopmbl 1994 T. B xoze BbIOGOPOB
YJIEHOB HIDKHEW NasaTsl Map/laMeHTa KCIoJb30Baaach CUCTEMa MHOTOMaHJaTHBIX
OKPYTOB B COYETaHUY C IIPUHIUIIOM €JMHOTO HelepeaaBaeMoro rrojioca B IIOAAEPIKKY
KOHKPETHOT0 KaHJMIaTa B paMKaX BOJIEM3bsABJIEHN I'PakjaHIHA. 36paHue B Bepx-
HIOI0 MajaTy Ao 1982 r. TakxKe MpeZIIoarajo HeoOXoAMMOCTh YIaCTHs B TOJIOCOBaA-
HUM B MHOTOMaHJaTHOM HaljMOHaJbHOM Okpyre. IIo 3aMbIC/ly 3aKOHOZaTeJsel, aTa
Mepa JOo/KHa ObljIa CTUMYJIMPOBATh MTapPTUX BBIJBUTATh KaK MOYHO OOJIbIIIe KaH/U-
JaTOB, MOBBINIAS MX MOJUTHUYECKYI0 aKTUBHOCTh. OZHOBpEMEHHO Ilepef usbupare-
JIIMH OTKpPbIBajJIaCh BO3MOXCHOCTb BBIOMPATh He CTOJIBKO MEeX/y IMapTUIHBIMU MIPO-
rpaMMaMH, CKOJIbKO MeXJy KOHKPETHBIMU KaHAUAaTaMM, YTO MOOIPSJIO pasBUTHE
BHYTPUIIAPTUNHON KOHKYPEHIVIN U PEKPYTUPOBaHME HOBBIX IIEPCIIeKTHUBHBIX KaZpOB
n3bupareabHBIMU 00beauHeHUAMHU. OfHaKo mpegcraBuTesnu JIJII cMoriam mocra-
TOYHO OBICTPO HAWTHU CIOCO6 OOOUTU HaHHBIE OTPAHUYEHUS, UCIIOIb3YsT OPraHu30-
BaHHBIN COOP roJIOCOB BHYTPH HECKOJBKUX IPYIII MHTEPECOB B MOALEPIKKY CBOUX
KaHAW[aToB. K MCIO/MB30BaHUIO JaHHOTO pecypca MpeAcTaBUTe el MpaBsAleli nap-
TUY TOATAIKUBAJIN U UHbIE 0OCTOSATENBCTBA, B YACTHOCTU — KPATKUI ITepruoa mpej-
BBIGOPHOM KaMIIaHWU U [JOCTATOYHO JKECTKHE OTPaHUYeHUI Ha PaclpoCTpaHeHMe
MpeBbIOOPHOL aruTaLuu [3;5;9.P.113-137; 11].
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[IpakTMKa OpPraHW30BaHHOIO TIPYNIIOBOTO TOJIOCOBAHWA HOCWJIA OTKPBITHIA
XapakTep. [lapiamMmenTapuu, mosy4dasiivie MOAepiKKY CO CTOPOHBI IPYIII MHTEPECOB,
OTKPBITO OTCTaUBAJIU MX COLATbHO-9KOHOMMYECKHE TPeOOBaHNS U GBIV M3BECTHBI
KaK «CIIOHCHpyeMble Kauangate» vin rieki daihyo giin.

B KayecTBe MapTHEPOB IIPY 3TOM BBIOMPAIVCEH B TIEPBYIO OUepesb IPYIIIBI MHTe-
pecoB, oT/IMYaIecs Kak MIMPOTON OXBaTa y4YaCTHUKOB, TaK M OTCYTCTBHEM 3Ha-
YMMBIX CBOOOZHBIX GMHAHCOBBIX PECYPCOB U 3aBUCHMOCTBIO OT KOHBIOHKTYPBI TOCY-
JapCTBEHHOM OTpac/eBoi NOMUTUKM. TToc/ie/iHee MOJI0XKMIIO Hadaslo aJabsSHCY MEeXy
JIATT ¥ acconpanusMu Mayioro OusHeca, 06beAMHEHUSMU CTPOUTENBHBIX KOMIIA-
HUU, CeJIbCKOXO3SMCTBEHHBIMM KOOIepaTUBaMU M acCOLAALIMAMU MOYTMENCTepoB.
dopmupoBaBmMecs MeXAy MapTUel W acCoLValuAMMN OTHOIIEHUS 4acTO OLeHMBa-
I0TCSl KaK MaTPOH-KJIMEHTCKHE, HO Ha MPAaKTUKE OHU 3a4aCTyH XapaKTepru30Ba/IMCh
JOCTaTOYHO YKECTKOW B3aMMO3aBUCAMOCTBIO. I'pYIIIIbI MHTEPeCOB COXPaHAIN aBTOHO-
MUIO U NIPY NOSABJEHUU y IpefAcTasuTesieli JIJII n1aHoB, IpOTUBOPeYalluX CTpaTe-
IMYeCKMM HHTepecaMm, HalpuMep, COObLIeCTB MOYTMeNCTepoB, depMepoB, caboTu-
pOBaIM rOJIOCOBaHME B MOJIB3Y MpaBsieil maptuu [12]. B gaHHBIX 06CTOATENBCTBAX
BO3MOXXHOCTH IIAPTUU UCIIOIB30BATH MEXaHU3M «KeCTKoro roocoBanusi» (koteihyd)
IyTeM PUHYXIEHNs K y4aCTHIO B BEIGOpax OblIM BeCbMa OrpaHUYeHsl [3; 11].

CnennpuyecKUM OTIMYMEM 3JIEKTOPAIBHBIX PYHKINI M KOOIIepaTUBOB dpepme-
POB, U accolManyii MOYTCTEePOB ABJAETCA TO, YTO OHM OXBaThIBaJIM He TOJIBKO pa3-
BepThIBaHUE aruTalldyd B paMKax MHGOPMHUPOBaHMA, MOTUBALMKM U MOOMIM3ALN
usbuparesnen (Brutrouas 4eHos JIIT ¥ «MEeCTHBIX TPYIII IIOL e PIKKI» KaHAWU/aTOB),
HO U OPTraHM3aLMIo0 CJI0XHOW CMCTEMBI BHYTPEHHEr0 KOHTPOJIA, a TaKXe KOOpUHa-
LU0 paboThI C HaceJleHUEM B PasHbIX 3JIEKTOPaAIbHBIX OKpyrax. B ciydae mourmeii-
CTepOB TaKKe ITMPOKO MPAKTHUKOBAJIOCh BOBJIEYEHHE B BBHINOJIHEeHHEe (GOpPMajbHO
L06POBOJIBHBIX O0IECTBEHHBIX paboT C Lje/IbI0 yKPEIVIEHUS «TEPPUTOPUATIBHBIX CBS-
3eii» (chiensei) c MecTHBIMU XxUTeIMU [10].

WHTEpecHO OTMETUTH, YTO aruTalusa Belach NPU HAJIMYUM 3apaHee OIpelesIeH-
HBIX LeJIeBBIX IOKasaTeseil. BhIosHeHHe MOC/AeAHUX IOABEprajoch MHOIOYPOB-
HeMY ¥ MHOTOCTOPOHHEMY MOHUTOPUHTY. B pamkax JIIII mpoBepKU OCYLIECTBIIS/INCE
Ha YpOBHE «MECTHBIX IPYII HNOJAMEPXKKU», a TaKXKe PYKOBOAAMNX (PYHKIMOHEPOB
MYHULUANAIBHOTO (TOPOACKOTO, TOCETKOBOr0, AEPEBEHCKOr0) U PErMoHabHOro (mpe-
dbekrypa) yposHs [8. P. 1-49].

B citydae acconmanyii IOYTMeNCTePOB [0 KaXJoro psAf0BOro COTPYAHUKA JOBO-
Jgunack MHOPMALUs O BeJIMIMHe HOPM IO KOJIMYEeCTBY IOJIOCOB Ha UX TEPPUTOPUH
B LIEJIOM, & TAKIKe YMCIy BOBJI€YEHHBIX uieHoB JIJIT u koenkai (mocnennee savacryio
[peAyCMaTPUBAIO HEOOXOAMMOCTh BepOOBKY HOBBIX JIOAei). [Ipy 9TOM movTMei-
cTepsl ObLTH 00A3aHBI IPEACTABIATE PYKOBOCTBY CIMCKU C TIOAMUCAMU MOOUIN3H-
poBaHHbIX usbuparesneit [3]. OTAeNbHO CleyeT OTMETUTh, YTO MOC/IEe 3aBepIIeHMs
KaMIIaHUU OTYETHI O paboTe MOYTMENCTEPOB C U3OUpaTesIMHU IyOIMYHO pasMela-
JIUCh B MECTHBIX OTAe/ieHuax Zentoku [7].

HeBbI10/IHEHHE HOPM OBLIIO YPEeBATO ECTKUMH CAHKIUAMU B HEOPUIIMATEHOM
MOpPSZIKe, B CHJIy Yero MOYTMEMCTephl MHOTa OBIIM BBIHY)XKJEHBI 32 CUET JIMYHBIX
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CpPEeLCTB OIUIAYUBATH B3HOCHI 3aBePOOBAHHBIX HOBBIX YIEHOB MAPTUU MU «MECTHBIX
rpyIm noagepxku» [7; 10, P, 1871-2010].

3axmroyenne. TakuM o00pasoM, accoLMalMM IOYTMeNcTepoB U $epMepos
B MepHOJ, ZOMUHUpPOBaHus JIAII BXOLUIN B YMCIO Hanbosiee BIAUATEIBHBIX CPYIIIT
UHTepecoB. C OFHOM CTOPOHBI, 3TO 00YCIaBINBAIOCh HATUIUEM TPASULIMOHHO TPOY-
HBIX CBsI3eil JaHHBIX 00BeJUHEHNI C IIPeACTaBUTEIAMH BBICLIEH OI0pOKpATHH, C LPY-
roli — BBICOKOM CTeleHbI0 3aMHTePecOBaHHOCTH INpaBsAlleli MapTHUU B UCIIO/Ib30BaHUHU
B paMKax M36HpaTeJbHOr0 Mpoliecca OPraHM30BaHHOIO IPYIIIIOBOrO IOJIOCOBaHUSA.
[Tpu saToM B3auMooTHouleHus JIJIT ¥ accolyanyii He HOCUJ/IN NaTPOH-KIMEHTCKOIO
XapakTepa: BbICOKas 3aBUCMMOCTb IIaPTUU OT 3JIeKTOPaJIbHBIX PeCYPCOB IPYIII UHTe-
PecoB mpeBpaliaia nx MOOMIN3aLMOHHBINA MEXaHU3M B pbIdYar 4aBJIeHUs Ha TOJIATH-
YECKUI NCTEOIUIIMEHT, B CUILY Y€r0 PyKOBOACTBO JIJII 651710 BBIHYKAEHO yYUTHIBATH
CTpaTernyecKrie MHTEPEChl CBOVX MTAPTHEPOB U COOTBETCTBYIOMINM 06pa3oM KOppeK-
TUPOBATh I'OCYNAPCTBEHHYIO IOJIUTUKY.
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PRACTICE OF INTEREST GROUPS PARTICIPATION
IN THE ELECTORAL PROCESS IN JAPAN

DURING THE PERIOD OF DOMINANCE

OF THE LIBERAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY

(ON THE EXAMPLE OF FARMERS'

AND POSTMASTERS’ ASSOCIATIONS)

The presented article is devoted to the issue of the functioning of interest groups within the
electoral process in Japan. The specific case of the study is associations of farmers and postmas-
ters. The chronological framework of the work corresponds to the period of complete dominance
of the Liberal Democratic Party (1955-1993). The author comes to the conclusion that associa-
tions of postmasters and farmers were among the most influential interest groups during the
period of LDP dominance. On the one hand, this was due to the traditionally strong ties of these
associations with representatives of the top bureaucracy, and on the other hand, to the high
degree of interest of the ruling party in using organized group voting within the framework of
the electoral process. At the same time, the relationship between the LDP and the associations
was not of a patron-client nature: the party’s high dependence on the electoral resources of inter-
est groups turned their mobilization mechanism into a lever of pressure on the political estab-
lishment, due to which the LDP leadership was forced to take into account the strategic interests
of its partners and adjust state policy accordingly.

Key words: Japan, interest groups, postmasters, farmers, Liberal Democratic Party.
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